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25 September 2025

To Whom It May Concern,

I write in strong support of the Maritime Archaeological Society of Finland (Suomen
Meriarkeologinen Seura Ry, or MAS). I am a professor of Maritime Studies at East Carolina University
(ECU), a research-intensive institution in the United States. Recently I collaborated with MAS to deliver
a field institute for ECU graduate students in maritime archaeology and history. This program brought
together MAS volunteers, ECU faculty, and students at Porkkala, Finland, a place of maritime significance
from the bronze age to the present day.

MAS is a global leader in citizen science and a recent recipient of the prestigious Europa Nostra
award. The society stands at the forefront of exploring and recording shipwreck sites, many of which are
threatened by sea ice and modern maritime industries. For the ECU institute, MAS opened many doors.
The organization provided its research ship Stella, made scuba and survey equipment available to our
team, and gave recommendations for terrestrial and underwater sites suited to graduate research. MAS
also facilitated interaction with Finnish scholars, volunteers, and students; supplied historical and
archaeological reference materials; and coordinated with national authorities for permitting and reporting
of finds. They organized a day-long conference to discuss recent scholarship in maritime history and
archaeology, and they served as a liaison to secure accommodations, transportation, and excursions in
Finland. The institute would not have been possible without the generous support and assistance of the
Maritime Archaeological Society of Finland. I believe the recent collaboration will lead to a lasting
relationship between MAS and ECU Maritime Studies in future years.

For these reasons, I strongly endorse the work of the Maritime Archaeological Society of Finland.
Their dedication to maritime heritage is exemplary, and their partnership has already made a lasting impact
on students, faculty, and the wider scholarly community. I look forward to continuing cooperation with
MAS and to seeing their contributions recognized internationally.

Regards,

MOAAW

Eric Oakley, Ph.D.
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